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Department of Health Services   
Children’s Medical Services Network  
(CMS Net) - Information Bulletin #124 

Inpatient SAR/TAR differences 
 
There is a difference between the way Medi-Cal TAR’s and CCS SAR’s are issued for 
inpatient stays.   This difference is causing confusion in the provider community and is 
resulting in the denial of CCS authorized claims that should be paid.    
 
The difference has to do with the day of discharge (DOD).   In the Medi-Cal TAR system 
the DOD is not included in the from through dates on the TAR.   The provider still bills 
the DOD on the claim but the TAR does not include the DOD, which is not reimbursable.   
In the SAR system the DOD must be included in the  service begin/end date range in 
order for the claim to process, as with Medi-Cal the DOD will not pay but it MUST be 
included in the SAR date range.  When you are authorizing a SAR for an inpatient stay it 
is imperative that the service begin/end date range cover the DOD otherwise the claim 
will deny and the provider will need to request a modification of the SAR.    
 
When you are authorizing a stay retroactively be sure to include the DOD in the effective 
begin/end date range but do not include the DOD in the number of day you approve.    
 
When authorizing a prospective inpatient stay you have two options: 
 
1.   Always make sure that the DOD is covered in the SAR service dates.  For example, 
the physician has determined that surgery is necessary and has requested a SAR for the 
surgery, the hospital estimates the stay will be 10 days.  The surgery is scheduled for 
August 1.   The SAR should be issued with the service begin date of 8/1/05 and the 
service end date of 8/11/05 with 10 approved days.  Or  
 
2.  Use service begin date and service end date that exceed the estimated stay.   The 
physician has determined that surgery is necessary and has requested a SAR for the 
surgery, the hospital estimates the stay will be 10 days.  The surgery is scheduled for 
sometime in August.  You can simply issue the inpatient authorization with service date 
of 8-01-2005 to service end date of 8-31-2005 with 10 as the number of approved days.   
This way if the surgery needs to be rescheduled you will not need to make a 



 

modification.   The hospital can only bill for a maximum of 10 days even though you 
have a from through of 31 days, the claims system uses the days authorized to process the 
claim not the from through dates.   This method allows for flexibility in scheduling of the 
surgery and minimizes the back and forth that is necessary if the dates change. It also 
insures that the DOD is covered by the SAR.   
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